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Prices of ' J.nsumr Good1 }
2. “"Prices velid es of late July in Sofia:
T J
Bread aur 1lour ‘ Leva

Bread, blagk, the less expensive bread

called also

the 'poor people's

origingty

|
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brcnd' , poor quality, pz"ice ver kilo 1.96
Bread, black, ‘called 'Pgenica’, of better quality than above (flou is
Just a little bit vhiter) price perkilo . . . .. 2‘.80
i !
Bread, ca.l].‘ed 'Dobrujanski’', almost white, good quality, per kilo . 3.80
v Bread;- whitl, best que.lj‘l.ty in Sofia's State Bakery Stores, per kilo .. 4.80
§ : I
'Kifli' br¢ a.d,‘ white, (150 grams in a loaf), price per loafl l%.OO
i
'Kozonacen|, a. poor typc‘e of panetone made of eg,gs, a little fat and a }
bit of sugar, price per|kilo . e i e . . . 0L00
i
I
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Note: No ration cards exist in Bulgaria for bread aad other ltems. Bread
is on sale in Sofie in all State Ilia.ke'ry Stores six days of the weez at
0800-1300 and 1700-2200 hours. Sundays, only oane State Bakery Store is ocpen

for each sector of Sofia city, frém 0800 to 1200 hours.

:'Flour, white of good quality (0000), pi‘r K410 » . v e e e e e e . . G.OO
Polenta flour {(corn flour), of either \gl;aite or y»llow type, per kilo. 2.80
#Polenta flour, of either white or yelloLr type, ser kilo. . . . . . . 3.00

I
Note: *Said price is valid for the so-cllled free market or bazaars of
Poduene and Genski. These are the only free markets in Sofia. They arc
open only on Tuesdays and Fridays| of each week. On those days Tarmels
from the villages surrounding Sofia are allowed to come to the city ana
sell their products. They must possess & special euthnrization entitling
i them to perform such sales. This '4e issued cnly aiter & farmer has cou-
pleted all delivery of agriculturnl goods a:d taxes to the Siate. Free
market prices are a bit higher than those in the State Stores but are
officially tolerated by the State!.‘ However, tihe citizens of Sofia prefer
to pay more and have tetter quality milz, tutter etc.

. 'Gris’ (a sort of wheat meal), per kilo - - . 8.00
| Bugar
.. w80

jSugur,perkilo...........'.‘..

lote: Each person is allowed to [ouy only 1/2 kilo of sugar per month.
Tn order to control the sale of sugar (since there are no retion caras)
I citizens may purchase sugar only |J.n specified State Food Stores, located
! ip the sector o1 the city where they reside. The Edinra Orgenizetiae which comes
\ under the supervision of the Otoc}estven Front, supplies each State Store with
I a roster of the citizens in its gector or tiie clt,. Trnus a chec. is wade.
This kind of control asd restricv.:ion is equivalent to & ration card. Citizea:z
| cannot purchase sugarc in State Food Stores oiiicr thagi. 1.0s€ 1. the respective
| cector of the clity where tueir nemes are on iile.

Deiry Products

Eggs, price for one eps i State Storeg, degending on site.

iFresheggscostmore.........3............J.s'u - 0.05 - 0.85
Eggs, in Sofia's open warkets, fresh, orice per egs . . 1.00
| Milk, scimmed on sele iun State Stores, price .er liter . 2.80
1 N - . s i e e lit u ~ o\
i Milx, good qualit,, on sale in the mar iets, L[res:., Dder er . . . . 4.00
'Kisselo Mleko' (acid milk), si;im.nea,l‘on gale 1 Stute Stourec,
PEr KLIO V. . b o ee e e e e oeesoie e s 3.80
|
‘Kisselo Mleko', good quality, on sele from rarwerc un e wpea
e e L. 5,00

markets, per kilo .v. .
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) ,B tter,lst quality, on sale in State Stores, price per kilo . . . . . 27.00 g
! "1 Butter called ‘Bivolsko Maslo' 2nd@ quality, on gale in State o
%;:,.:Sﬂorea,permo.............. e e e e e e e e 2000 i
: ‘ B ]tter, of good quality, on sale on open market, per Xg- - - ¢ o o ¢ 25.00 -30.00 a
? i Pork fat, 1st QuAlity, PrT XALC « + + + o = sfc oo ow e e e e 20.00
]?%rt fat, 2nd Quality, peT KI10 . « « « o o efe e e e e e m e e 13.00

SR

:Porkfat,Brdqunl.ity,perkilo... S P T & e8]

HA| fiota: Pork fut from Furmerc cesnst be fopnd in the opex umrkets .

Kmshkhavel; cheesa, price per kilo in State SLOres + « o+ o « s+ o+ . o 20.00

Amsithoval' cheess, price zor kilo in ojpen mfket» e e e s e 4 e s . 25,00
A Birene' type cheese, ou sale in State Brores)
1a8t qualit,, price pers % 5 - R I 13.00
2nd quality, price ger K110 . . . . o .l e e e e e e e .10.13

Sirene' type cheece, on cale in open markets, price per &ilo . . . - 15.C0-16.00

alt

Alt, price PErkLlo « « + =« o o+ s o os e fe e e . . 1l.60

e v o

weets and Wines
‘Rahat Locum' (Turkish type of sweet), price perkilo . . - - - - * ° 1k.70 - ;
18.00-20.00 i

.

'Rabat Locum' with nuts, price perkilo - . & - . . e . - -

1 'Kastica' Bulegarian type Of sveet braudy, per liter iucliuding bottle. 47.00

|

1 Wine, either red or white, perlfter ... - |« + « « c e sttt 3.50-10.00
: H‘inc, either red or white, on sale in the Italiun type bottle (fiasco) |
i 3/h liter content, good quality, price per FIBGEO. o+ « o o - = + o+ o 12.00 o
\ Cihocolato, made of pure cocoa, good quality 1l>n.r Tk L CM « « o o o o ¢ 6.00 i
' '}Soiu' type or ers?tz chocolate, awful t,m:t.e.a.x.ui'qx:mi.u\.'.yf :u.mesize a.80 ‘1

bar . .« ¢ . .o {

C]:a.ra.mels with chocolate, Per KL1o . « « o « [ o = o o o e o0 80.00 ‘ 1
] éoffee d i

éoffee(pure)perkilo.......................350.00 3

Note: All coffee on sale in gofia's State ctores is coffee that belongs .
rightfully to Bulgarian citizens. It ﬁ‘s coftce that was ceut in food .
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parcels from various parts of the world to citizens in Sofia, who, being

unatle to pay the high duty taxes, are forced to cede it to the State at
The State actually makes a bargain with recipient

extremely low prices.
of a food parcel: in lieu of custams duty it accepts a certain quantity of

coffee.
Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, per Kilo
Siate Stoares Qpen Mazket
Tomatoes 0.84 1.00
Cucunbers 0.54 0.60
Fresh beans 0.92 1.00
8pinach 0.28 0.30
Pumpkins 0.65 0.80
Fresh potatoes 0.5% 0.60
Peppers 0.80 1.00
Cherries 1.80 3.00
Strawberries 2.30 not on sale
Plums 0.80 not on sale
Peachen 1.80 20t on sale
No

Note: Shortage of strawberries. Sold in small quantities to queues.
arm fruits can be found on the open markets, except cherrics occasicnally.

Meat and Poultry
Lamb, price perkilo {(only in Stete

Butcher Shops)

lev quality (W08 of lomb) 18.00
2nd quality (breast) 14.00
3rd quality (head) 8.00
Beef, price per Xilo (only in State Shops)
1st quality 14.00
2nd quality 11.00
3rd quality {(bones) 7.00 :
Veal, price per ldlo (only in State Shops) '
lat quality 16.20
2nd quality 1k.00
3rd quality (bones) 7.00-8.00
Pork, price per Xkile (only in State Shops) )
1st quality 18.20 :
2nd quality 16.00
1h4.00

3rd quality (bones)

Live chickens (only available in open markets from farmers), price according to
each 20.00 ~ 25.00

size and weight, about 1.50 kg
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second-hand and used ‘good.s These are called Commission State Stores.

| ‘
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chirckens, (undressed, on sale in State Stores) per kilo 11.00-12.00 a
te : oo e
;'Clothing and Accecsories || o ..
N | oo -
'Man's shoes:
‘ 1st quality, leather ,‘ ‘crudely finished per pair 260,00
P 2nd quality, leather) crudely finished, per pair 160.00-180.00 o
7 3rd quality, Mndala,“ leather, per pair 120.00 ‘ ‘
By i ;
;' Iadies' shoen: ;; i
: 1st quality, leather wnn leather soles, per pair 260.00 i
i 2nd quality, leather vith leather soles, per pair 220.00 ‘
3rd quality, sandals), , ‘leather, per pair 112.00 i
‘_iadiea' cotton sandals with rubber soles, per pair 55.00 :
-Ifdiea' leather shoes with rubber soles (winter shoes), per pr 160.00
.-Ladies ' half boo®,leather), fur lines, price depending on
| | quality and height of boots, per pair 280.00- l+50
G{hildren 8 leather shoes [ith leather soles, per pair 30.00-50.00
Lipstick, indelible, Buls ~rian product 'BAICAL' make, without
| case, each i L,00
" 'FIBI' - ladies' hair gri ‘s, each 0.10
:game lipstick with cuse ||’ 6.00
'wrmm*m' lipstick, local product, with case, each 12.00 }
This product has been unavailable in Sofia markets since I
| | April 1953. li :
One second hand vriatwa.tch, not a gold case but of quite a !
! good make ;3 1,200.00
: Note: Wrist watches a.re sold in Sofia's State Stores for re-sale of i
i

New wrigtwatch, either Sovzone Germany or Czechoslovek make, (not
o with golden case) 3 1,200.00

I

1
I o
| Note: We saw a new |watch at this mrice in the State Store called Narmeg | |
| No. 9, Zdanov Street,! isofia. Therefore, the Comnission State Re-sale ot
. Stores charge relatiwvely more for a secondhand watch than for new Sovzone ‘
German or Cr.ecboslovakian makes.

| ‘
'Oxford.' type cotton material, various colors, for ladies' dresses. This is the

worat type of material. Per meter 12.00
) 'B;.nm' type ladies' cottc;n material, in various colors, per
| nmeter H 19.00-22.00 ”
v:(‘:ot‘:ton teffeta, price pen :meter 27.00-30.00 ‘ -~
BiJ_k taffeta, price per meter 80.00 ‘
Pufe silk, in various colora, per meter 85.00-90.00
%5X1 Icomvmmm | -
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'Cninese imported silk, in various colors ((without designs), per metexr 75.00-90.00 ‘-,
; : ;
Chinese silk, imported material, in migus colors (with typical -

Chinese designs), per meter ‘ 200.C0

'Woolen material, good quality, in variqm{colors, either for men or
laddes, width 1.40 m,. per meter 1 _ 200.00-300.00
:Voolen material, poor quality, rougbly t:j.nizhed. and manufactured (mixed

with wool end cotton), height 1.40 m,, in various colors, per meter
80.00-100.00-120.00

Nylon stockings, local products,

1st quality, per palr : : 180.00-200.00

2nd quality, per pair 120.00-140.00-160.00

3rd quality, per pair 80.00-100.00
' Artificisl silk stockings, local product, per pair 22,00
Pure silk stockinga, per pair | . 35.00-40.00

. \

gocks, cotton, per pair » 13.00 |
Tailoring of a suit (private tailor), price per suit 180.00 ‘

Note: Price includes lining and buttons supplied by tailor.

Tailoring of one sult, (private tailor) with buttons and lining

gupplied by client : 120.00
Tailoring of & man's suit in one of the State Taillor's Cooperatives
(price iacludes buttons and lining) ) 120,00
Cigarettes :
Cigerettes: (prices hold true for packages of 20)
1st quality, 'Rodopi' brand 3.80
2nd quality, 'Acrda' brand _ 1.80
3rd quality, ‘'Busuga’ brand 1.ko
Extra quality, 'Buliraria’ brand 6.00
' Strike matches, per box 0.40 v
Tooth-picks, per box ‘ _ 1.00

|

1

Living conditions, wages and salaries. : . |
\

\

3. '; “cost of living and living conditions for all citizens of Sofia, especially the ¢
working class, is a real problem. i -
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| & dentist technician in a rospital in Sofia. o

178
“ He is married and supports a wife and a.tworyear-old baby boy. The dentist, a
25X State employee, earns a monthly salary.of.450.07 lava plus 12.00 leva as family
allowpunce for the baby boy. No fmiumd.].ap.nce is given by the Btate for wife i
or other dependents except children. Tha family has one room and a tiny kitchen. -
Monthly rent for the unfurnished room:and kitchen (all furniture belongs to the .
dentist) 3 5$0.00 Leva. The family pay 20.00-20.00 leva monthly for water and
‘ electric power. That leaves roughly.2B0.00| Aeva per month for food. The dentist
! eats meat every three or four months. The ly meal,- either at lunch or supper,
is bread eand Kisselo Mleko. :

o "Non-professional workers fare worse. We know of bricklayers who eat only black
bread (the less expensive type) with salt, for either supper or dinner. When they

can sat Kisselo Mleko is a real holiday. About 80%.. ... of the population eats
meat only every three or four monthg. Comp monthly wages agelast the abeve food
prices: . ’

Skilled workers, wage per month leva 600.00

Common laborars, wage per month leva 450.00

Clerks and State employses, per month leva 500.00

The 1ife of Sofia's citizens is directed tchrdn ohe end (in addition to fear of
arrests): hovw to appease daily hunger.

6. "The ghoriage of money has forced citizang of Bofie to sell most of their belongings.
i \ State Commission Btores are full of furniture, household goods, wrist watches and

| | camorag. If a sale takes place, 15% of the resale price is kept by the State Store;
the remainder goes to the seller.

7. . "The Recman Catholic pricet of the Bveti Josif Roman “atholic Church (on zar Boris
125) wus arrested during January 1953. ‘Ha e.tﬂoxin prison during March. Presently
the Holy Mass iz served by priests, aged 30 and LO. The priests limit themsolves
to celebration of the mass, making no sSeImoRs.

25 1| jdo not recall having heard the celebratipn of a religious marriage since swmer
1952, For cbvious reasons, all believers prefor to celebrate only the civilian
type of marriage. Despite persecutions, Roman Catholics, still attend Holy lMass

on Sundays. Their number, however, has comsiderably decreased."

-epd-

25X1
25X

|
L- i - Approved For Release 2004/01/21 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500180258-4
‘ ‘




